"Another tool for the tool box? I'll take it!": Feasibility and acceptability of mobile recovery outreach teams (MROT) for opioid overdose patients in the emergency room.
Drug poisoning deaths involving opioids have increased exponentially in the United States. Post-overdose outreach to patients in the emergency room (ER) is a promising strategy for increasing uptake of medication assisted treatment and reducing subsequent overdose. We conducted a mixed methods study to investigate the feasibility and acceptability of a mobile recovery outreach team (MROT) program for opioid overdose patients presenting in Nevada's ERs, which was funded by the SAMHSA Opioid State Targeted Response (STR) grant. We interviewed 25 ER staff using quantitative questions informed by Diffusion of Innovation (DOI) theory and qualitative questions regarding their experiences caring for overdose patients, perceived benefits, and concerns about the MROT program. Respondents expressed strong support and enthusiasm for the program, identified advantages of the program relative to standard of care, highlighted logistical issues that must be addressed prior to implementation, and illustrated how the MROT program is compatible with their personal and professional values. Our results suggest that the STR-funded MROT program could reduce burden and stress among ER staff and improve patient outcomes, but must be informed by formative research that addresses issues of logistical complexity and cultural compatibility.